
WIRED 
WORLD:

Domestic & Sexual Violence
in a Digital Age

Presented by Southwest Virginia Legal Aid 
a one-day training offered in two locations

Thursday, October 3, 2019 • CrossPointe Conference Center • Christiansburg, VA
Friday, October 4, 2019 • Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center • Abingdon, VA

Register by Sept. 20
for best rate

DETAILS 
INSIDE

Sponsored, in part, 
by the Virginia Law Foundation

Additional support provided In Memory of Anne Skewes
and by

The Honorable Elizabeth S. Wills & Wise County J&DR Court
The Honorable Martha P. Ketron & Tazewell County J&DR Court



WIRED WORLD: Domestic & Sexual Violence in a Digital Age
Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019, CrossPointe Conference Center, Christiansburg, VA
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019, Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center, Abingdon, VA

8:00 am  Check-In & Late Registration        

8:45 am  Welcome & Introductions         
Joseph R. Carico, Esq., Executive Director, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

9:00 am  KEYNOTE:      
Supporting and Empowering Victims Through Connection
Kristen Faith, Founder, Break the Silence Against Domestic Violence, 
Colorado Springs, CO

10:15 am  Break         
  
10:30 am  The Use of Technology to Stalk

Jennifer Landhuis, Director, Stalking Prevention, Awareness, and Resource Center
(SPARC), Washington, DC

11:45 am  Lunch (provided)       
  
12:15 pm  Strangulation is NOT “Choking”!!!, Part 1

Bethany Turner, Crisis Advocate/Community Liaison, Leflore County Crisis Services,
Poteau, OK, and Jeremie Green, Special Investigator District 16/Latimer County 
Sheriff’s Office, Wilburton, OK

1:30 pm  Breakout Sessions (choose one)

Connecting the Dots: Identifying and Responding to Stalking
Jennifer Landhuis, Director, Stalking Prevention, Awareness, and Resource Center
(SPARC), Washington, DC

Strangulation is NOT “Choking”!!!, Part 2
Bethany Turner, Crisis Advocate/Community Liaison, Leflore County Crisis Services,
Poteau, OK, and Jeremie Green, Special Investigator District 16/Latimer County Sher-
iff’s Office, Wilburton, OK

Technology Isn’t the Problem: Abusive Behavior Is
Kristin Vamenta, Data & Evaluation Project Coordinator, Virginia Sexual & Domestic 
Violence Action Alliance (VSDVAA), Richmond, VA

 
EVENT VENUES
for Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019:

CrossPointe Conference 
Center, 936 Life Drive, #45
Christiansburg, VA 
CrossPointe Conference Center is 
located just off I-81, Exit 114. After 
exiting the interstate, travel VA-8 
towards Floyd for approximately 
0.25 miles. Turn left onto Ijaz Road/
Life Drive (State Route 1295). 
In 0.23 miles, stay straight to      
continue on Life Drive, proceed 
with the white horse fences on 
both sides of the road. 
Park in the parking lot adjacent to 
The Bridge Auditorium. Directional 
signs will be posted.

for Friday, Oct. 4, 2019:

Southwest Virginia Higher 
Education Center, One 
Partnership Circle, Abingdon, VA 
Southwest Virginia Higher Educa-
tion Center is located just off I-81, 
Exit 14. After exiting the interstate, 
travel north on Old Jonesboro 
Road for 0.3 miles. At the traffic 
light, turn right onto  VHCC Drive 
(0.4 miles). VHCC Drive becomes 
French Moore, Jr. Boulevard (0.2 
miles). Turn left onto Partnership 
Circle. There is a large sign that 
says HirEd. Ample parking is avail-
able adjacent to the building.
Campus maps are available for 
download for both venues.



CONFERENCE
MATERIALS
Registered participants will receive 
instructions by e-mail on where 
and how to access conference    
materials online for printing prior 
to the conference. Handouts will 
not be distributed at the confer-
ence.

CONTINUING
EDUCATION 
CREDITS
Continuing education credits 
(CLEs) are pending for attorneys, 
magistrates, clerks, and guardians 
ad litem, as are PIC-3 credits for 
law enforcement professionals.

REGISTRATION
Online registration is strongly 
encouraged. 
To register, visit   
https://swvalegalaid.regfox.
com/2019-domestic-violence

For best rate, register by the 
Advance Registration Deadline of 
Sept. 20, 2019. 

If you are unable to register online,  
to register by mail, complete and 
submit the form on page 8 of this 
brochure, along with your check 
made payable to Southwest 
Virginia Legal Aid, to:  SVLAS, 227 
W. Cherry St., Marion, VA 24354. 
Registrations will not be accepted 
by phone. 

CANCELLATION 
POLICY
Requests for cancellation must 
be received, in writing, on or 
before Sept. 20, 2019. Refunds, 
less a $5 non-refundable fee, will 
be processed within 30 days. No 
cancellations will be accepted after 
Sept. 20, although agencies may 
substitute registrants up to and 
including the day of the training. 
Thank you for your cooperation.

In Memory
of Anne Skewes

2:45 pm  Break         
  
3:00 pm  Breakout Sessions (choose one)

Charging & Prosecuting Technology Abuse: The Good, The Bad, The Ugly
Debra K. Sifford, Deputy Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney, Giles County, VA

Family and Faith: Facets of Culture in Rural Domestic Violence
Detective Mark Edwards, Bristol, Virginia City Police, Bristol, VA

Technology: Two Sides of the Same Coin
Rebecca Stanley, Domestic Violence Counselor and Legal Advocate, and Laura Beth 
Weaver, Assistant Director, Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley, Rad-
ford, VA

4:15 pm  Closing Remarks       
Daveena Sexton, Director of Advancement, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

4:30 pm  Adjourn

Please visit our Exhibitors during breaks and lunch!

This training is also supported, in part, by V-STOP Local Courts Domestic Violence Funding Program Grant 
#19-Q4161VA1-8 from the Office of the Executive Secretary, Department of Judicial Planning.

Special thanks to The Honorable Elizabeth S. Wills and The Honorable Martha P. Ketron, 
who secured these funds to support training in Wise and Tazewell Counties, respectively.

2019 CONFERENCE SPONSORS



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

KEYNOTE:
Supporting and Empowering Victims Through Connection
Kristen Faith, Founder, Break the Silence Against Domestic Violence, Colorado Springs, CO
BTSADV began in 2011, 11 days after Founding CEO Kristen Faith was granted a restraining order against the man who abused her. After enduring 
years of physical, sexual, financial, and emotional abuse, Kristen broke her silence by creating a Facebook Page. Her vision created a worldwide 
support network for survivors to connect to address their emotional and mental health needs post-trauma. BTSADV has grown to become a 
national nonprofit organization led by survivor-volunteers who serve victims, survivors, and families affected by domestic violence. The BTS-
ADV “family” provides support in an effort to eliminate isolation and suicidal thoughts, reduce anxiety, build trust in healthy friendships, inspire 
passion, provide tools to manage PTSD symptoms, and reduce depression symptoms. Come learn more about the unmet needs of survivors, and 
programs that can help bridge the gap between emergency shelters, direct service providers, government agencies, academic institutions, busi-
nesses, and the larger local community.

The Use of Technology to Stalk
Jennifer Landhuis, Director, Stalking Prevention, Awareness, and Resource Center (SPARC), Washington, DC
Approximately 7.5 million individuals are stalked every year in the United States. Rapid advances in technology give stalkers additional tools to lo-
cate, surveil, and monitor their victims. In this hands-on session – bring your smartphone! – Landhuis will address common technologies utilized 
by stalkers, discuss evidence preservation concerns, and identify effective safety-planning strategies. 

Strangulation is NOT “Choking”!!!, Part 1
Bethany Turner, Crisis Advocate/Community Liaison, Leflore County Crisis Services, Poteau, OK
Jeremie Green, Special Investigator District 16/Latimer County Sheriff’s Office, Wilburton, OK
Strangulation has only recently been identified as one of the most lethal forms of domestic violence. Strangulation is not only a lethality marker 
for domestic violence victims but also a lethality marker for police officers. 33 of the 43 law enforcement officers killed in intentional homicides in 
2017 were killed by men with a history of DV/Strangulation. 76% of all law enforcement officers killed are killed by men with a history of stran-
gulation. Come learn the basics of identifying types and symptoms of strangulation, as well as the dangers posed by the men and women who 
commit these felonious assaults. 

Connecting the Dots: Identifying and Responding to Stalking
Jennifer Landhuis, Director, Stalking Prevention, Awareness, and Resource Center (SPARC), Washington, DC
This training, specifically targeting law enforcement, will help officers to learn to identify stalking behaviors in context, not as isolated events, but 
as a pattern of abuse that can be deadly. The ability of law enforcement first responders to recognize and respond to stalking cannot be over-
emphasized and in this session Landhuis will provide officers the knowledge and tools to do so. Topics addressed will include ways to identify 
stalking tactics, how to access risk of lethality, and types of evidence, among others.

Strangulation is NOT “Choking”!!!, Part 2
Bethany Turner, Crisis Advocate/Community Liaison, Leflore County Crisis Services, Poteau, OK
Jeremie Green, Special Investigator District 16/Latimer County Sheriff’s Office, Wilburton, OK
Investigation of strangulation cases can be trying, but in this session Turner and Green identify additional techniques to aid in creating effective 
prosecutions. They will also share – and show! – how “dummys” can be used to aid victims in giving law enforcement a better understanding of 
how they were strangled and the methods used. Participants will also learn how to assess strangulation based on evidence presented not only 
during but after the initial investigation. 



Technology Isn’t the Problem: Abusive Behavior Is
Kristin Vamenta, Data & Evaluation Project Coordinator, Virginia Sexual & Domestic Violence Action Alliance (VSDVAA), Richmond, VA
As the presence of technology increases in our personal and professional lives, advocates and other professionals working with survivors of 
sexual and domestic violence benefit from learning to analyze both the risks and benefits of its use. In this workshop, participants will explore 
the dynamics of tech-facilitated abuse in the context of larger systems of oppression, identify how advocates and allied professionals can support 
survivors in navigating tech systems safely, and discuss ways that organizations can protect the information of those they serve. The session will 
also include a review of resources available from the Safety Net Project at the National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV).
Special thanks to NNEDV for their assistance in scheduling this session.

Charging & Prosecuting Technology Abuse: The Good, The Bad, The Ugly
Debra K. Sifford, Deputy Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney, Giles County, VA
This session will cover topics that include a wide range of issues faced in charging technology crimes, proving technology crimes, and using tech-
nology to prosecute crimes of domestic violence and sexual assault. The session will help you to identify when a criminal charge might be appro-
priate, what you have to have to prosecute those crimes, and when technology would help with prosecution for a variety of crimes. We will look 
at some of kinds of crimes that have been successfully concluded and some of the areas where we might still have a way to go for the Code to 
catch up to technology. This is a technology for dummies session, so you don’t have to know anything about technology to participate.

Family and Faith: Facets of Culture in Rural Domestic Violence
Detective Mark Edwards, Bristol, Virginia City Police, Bristol, VA
In his dual roles as a domestic violence investigator and pastor, Mark Edwards has seen how family and faith can both bolster and support vic-
tims, but also how they can sometimes bind victims to their abuser. Drawing from his over two decades as an officer, Mark will share insights 
about these interpersonal dynamics and how better understanding them can assist law enforcement and others as they seek to serve victims.  

Technology: Two Sides of the Same Coin
Rebecca Stanley, Domestic Violence Counselor and Legal Advocate, and Laura Beth Weaver, Assistant Director, 
Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley, Radford, VA
Rebecca Stanley and Laura Beth Weaver of the Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley will present a training on how technology can 
pose threats and barriers to victims of domestic violence as they work toward building safe lives free from violence.  Included will be the evolving 
understanding of technology as a form of abuse, safety planning in a digital age, and concerns specific to emergency housing.  On the flip side, 
the workshop will also unveil and share the successes of implementing a chat feature on a local hotline. Discussion will address the role of tech-
nology in our work on both a societal level and a relationship/individual level.

2019 Domestic Violence Conference Planning Group
Special thanks to the following who worked to produce the 2019 annual training:

Joey Carico, Daveena Sexton (Chair), Sarah Angles, Susan Richardson, Daronda Combs, Susan Kennedy, Hope Perkins, 
Aimee Corbett, Debbie Marshall, Robin Burton, Missy Brooks - Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
Stephanie Bryson, Laura Beth Weaver - Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley

Deirdre Hasty-Martin - Virginia Department of Corrections
Mark Edwards - Bristol, Virginia Police Department



SPEAKER BIOS

Detective Mark Edwards, an 18-year veteran of the Bristol, Virginia Police Department, originally hails from Lebanon, Va. He holds an 
associate’s degree in police science and is a graduate of the Southwest Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy. Mark has received numerous 
awards and certificates, including being named officer of the year in 2011. He received the MADD award three years in a row (2011-2013). He 
has served as a field training officer and police instructor, training on standardized field sobriety tests, the INTOX ECIRII, and physically demanding 
defensive tactics. He has been a detective specializing in the area of domestic violence since 2015. Additionally, Mark is also an ordained pastor, 
and serves as the pastor of a local church he helped found in 2015. 

Kristen Faith is the Founder and CEO of the national nonprofit organization, Break the Silence Against Domestic Violence. She is a millenial on 
a mission to bring abuse centerstage.
After creating one of social media’s most recognized domestic violence awareness brands, she went on two national tours producing and show-
casing her documentary, “The Return of Social Change,” a raw collection of stories told by survivors of domestic violence from across the country. 
Self-proclaimed filmmaker, speaker, and social influencer, Kristen Faith has redefined the way people see domestic violence. She has led thou-
sands of survivors out of the darkness by creating a global platform to be heard and understood. 
Thriving after an abusive relationship, Kristen has used her experience to spark national dialogues about high profile DV cases and law reform. 
She recently served as an expert advocate for content featured on DomesticShelters.org, TIME and the New York Post to further the conversation 
of abuse beyond the cyber walls of social media.
Kristen Faith is more than a survivor with a story. She survived to tell the world how to create better days. 

Jeremie Green is a special investigator for the Latimer County Sheriff’s Office in Latimer County, Oklahoma. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental Science. He has more than 12 years in law enforcement experience and is CLEET accredited. He currently serves as the special 
investigator for District 16 in charge of investigating all child/adult sexual assaults, domestic violence and stalking cases. He is a member of both 
the Latimer and Leflore MDTs.

Jennifer Landhuis, Jennifer Landhuis (M.S.) is the Director of the Stalking Prevention, Awareness, and Resource Center (SPARC), an AEquitas 
initiative. As Director of SPARC, she oversees the multi-faceted programming on stalking, including the development of resources and publica-
tions as well as training and technical assistance. Jennifer has over 22 years of experience as an educator and advocate on the issues of stalking, 
domestic violence, and sexual assault.
Prior to joining SPARC, Jennifer was the Director of Social Change at the Idaho Coalition Against Sexual & Domestic Violence. In this capacity, 
she managed a variety of projects, including the Idaho Coordinated Response to Sexual & Domestic Violence and the Idaho Victims Assistance 
Academy. She also designed and facilitated state and national trainings on stalking, domestic violence, and sexual assault to build the capacity of 
criminal justice systems. Earlier in her career, Jennifer spent eleven years as an advocate and
educator for local domestic violence/sexual assault community-based crisis centers. She provided crisis intervention, including support, safety 
planning, information, shelter placement, and referrals for victims of stalking, domestic violence, and sexual assault. She also provided 24-hour 
enhanced on-scene advocacy for hospitals and law enforcement agencies and implemented a screening program to assist health care profession-
als in recognizing and intervening with patients who have been victimized.
Jennifer graduated from Midland University with a Bachelor of Arts in Youth and Family Ministry and the University of Cincinnati with a Master of 
Science degree in Criminal Justice. She is an adjunct professor at Boise State University. Jennifer is based in Boise, Idaho.



???
Call Legal Aid at (276) 783-8300, ext. 2009 (Sarah Angles) or ext. 2012 (Daveena Sexton). 

NOTE: Registrations cannot be accepted by phone.

Debra K. Sifford Debra (Debbie) Sifford is an Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Giles County.  Prior to her employment with that office 
she was in private practice with a focus on family law issues.  She was Executive Director of the Legal Aid Society of the New River Valley for 15 
years and a staff attorney with the Southwest Virginia Legal Aid office for 5 years.  While director of the Legal Aid program she wrote the first 
grant for a public guardian in the New River Valley area. 
Debbie has been a member of the Virginia State Bar since 1986, former member and officer of the Virginia Women’s Attorney Association, Mont-
gomery, Floyd, Radford Bar Association, the Giles County Bar Association, former Board member of New River Community Corrections, member 
of Elder Justice Task Force and the Domestic Violence Counsel for Giles County.
While with Legal Aid, Debbie was a presenter for various groups on Domestic Violence issues and legal ethics in family law cases, including the 
Virginia State Bar, the American Bar Association, the local Bar Association programs, various legal aid sponsored seminars, the Virginia Poverty 
Law Center, and was trained by the Virginians Against Domestic Violence Training for Trainers Program.

Rebecca Stanley received her Bachelor of Science in Psychology in 2008 from UVA-Wise and went on the receive her Master’s in Community 
Counseling from Radford University in 2010.  She has worked at the Women’s Resource Center of The New River Valley since 2010.  Ms. Stanley’s 
current role at the WRC is two-fold.  She works part-time as a victim witness coordinator in Pulaski County and part-time at the WRC’s transi-
tional housing program, Cornerstone.  Rebecca Stanley was lucky enough to be able attend a Tech Safety conference sponsored by the National 
Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) in San Francisco, which provided a wide-ranging overview of various forms of technology abuse.  
Rebecca has put to use the knowledge she gained about tech safety as an added tool assisting in safety planning with survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence.  

Bethany Turner holds a Master’s of Education from Oklahoma State University. She is a crisis advocate/community liaison with the Leflore 
County Crisis Services. She provides on scene response to law enforcement agencies, DHS or other community agencies who deal with domes-
tic violence, sexual assault, and/or stalking. She has received more than 100 hours of additional training in the areas of domestic violence and 
stalking. She is a member of the CCR/SART teams for Latimer and Leflore County, Oklahoma.

Kristin Vamenta is the Data and Evaluation Project Coordinator at the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance, Virginia’s lead-
ing voice on sexual and intimate partner violence. In addition to assessing the effectiveness of Action Alliance services and projects and support-
ing member sexual and domestic violence programs in their evaluation needs, Kristin provides training and technical assistance on a variety of 
topics including racial justice; the intersections of technology, gender, and violence; and crisis intervention services.

Laura Beth Weaver grew up in the Shenandoah Valley, the daughter of strong women for generations.  Laura Beth earned a B.A. in Public 
Policy & Community Service and a M.A. in Community & Organizational Leadership, both from Emory & Henry College.  Since moving to the New 
River Valley in 2011, Laura Beth has held multiple positions at the Women’s Resource Center and is currently the Assistant Director.  Laura Beth 
has held a variety of volunteer and board appointments over the years, always with an eye toward social justice and especially the rights and 
safety of women and children.  



REGISTRATION
For best rates, register online on or before September 20. 

To register online for the Oct. 3 & 4 domestic violence conferences, visit

https://swvalegalaid.regfox.com/2019-domestic-violence
PLEASE NOTE: Advance registration deadline is Sept. 20, 2019. Registrations received in our office after Sept. 20 will be considered late 

registrations and will be subject to the $40 registration fee. If you have questions, please call (276) 783-8300, ext. 2009 or 2012.
Registrations cannot be accepted by phone. 

If you are unable to register online, please complete this form and return it by mail , along with your check made payable to Southwest 
Virginia Legal Aid, to:   SVLAS, 227 W. Cherry St., Marion, VA 24354 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Title: _______________________________________________________

Organization: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________________

Conference Date & Location (choose one):  _____ Oct. 3, Christiansburg, Va.     ____ Oct. 4, Abingdon, Va.

1:30 PM Breakout Session (choose one):
 _____ Connecting the Dots: Identifying and Responding to Stalking

 _____ Strangulation is NOT “Choking”!!!, Part 2     _____ Technology Isn’t the Problem: Abusive Behavior Is

3:00 PM Breakout Session (choose one):

 _____ Charging & Prosecuting Technology Abuse: The Good, The Bad, The Ugly

 _____ Family and Faith: Facets of Culture in Rural Domestic Violence _____ Technology: Two Sides of the Same Coin

Registration fee (choose one): 

               _____ $30 for registrations received on or before Sept. 20             _____ $40 for registrations received after Sept. 20

 Lunch & both morning and afternoon break refreshments provided.

Certification of Attendance & Continuing Education Credits:

Please indicate which certification you are requesting for your participation in this training:

  ___CLE credits for magistrates & clerks  ___CLE credit hours for attorneys  ____PIC-3 credits for law enforcement

  ___Guardians ad litem (GAL) credit hours  ___Attendance certificate only  ____No certification sought

CANCELLATION POLICY: Requests for cancellation must be received in writing on or before Sept. 20, 2019. 
Refunds, less a $5 non-refundable processing fee, will be processed within 30 days. No cancellations will be accepted after Sept. 20, 2019, 

although agencies may substitute registrants up to and including the day of the training. Thank you for your cooperation.


