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THE RIPPLE EFFECT:
Influences and Impacts of Domestic & Sexual Violence
Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2017
Emory & Henry College, McGlothlin Center for the Arts, Emory, VA
Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017
CrossPointe Conference Center, Christiansburg, VA

NOTE: Same agenda both days except where otherwise noted.

8:15 am Check-In & Late Registration

9:00 am Welcome & Introductions

  Larry T. Harley, Esq., Executive Director
  Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

9:15 am Opening Plenary: Keynote
  
  The Realities of Victim Choice

  The Honorable Carroll J. Kelly
Administrative Judge, Domestic Violence Division, 
Miami-Dade County Court

10:30 am Break

10:45 am Breakout Sessions (choose one):
  

  Domestic Violence Legal Update

  Susheela Varky, Esq.
  Director, Center for Family Advocacy & LA VIDA
  Virginia Poverty Law Center, Richmond

Countering the Myths: The Impacts of Family Violence 

on Babies & Children

The Honorable Carroll J. Kelly
Administrative Judge, Domestic Violence Division, 
Miami-Dade County Court

  

  Trauma Informed Investigation

  Detective Tim Meacham
  University of Richmond (VA) Campus Police

12:00 pm Lunch (provided)

DIRECTIONS
& PARKING
for Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2017

Emory & Henry College
McGlothlin Center for the Arts
30481 Garnand Drive
Emory, VA 
Emory & Henry College is located 
just off I-81, Exit 26. From I–81 
(northbound and southbound):
Take exit 26 onto College Drive 
towards Emory & Henry. Continue 
.03-.05 miles to the first entrance 
into campus on your right. You will 
see the Woodrow W. McGlothlin 
Center for the Arts on your left and 
the parking lot will be on your right 
directly across from the center. 

Campus maps will be available for 
download in advance, along with 
all conference materials.

for Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017

CrossPointe Conference
Center
936 Life Drive, #45
Christiansburg, VA 
CrossPointe Conference Center is 
located just off I-81, Exit 114. After 
exiting the interstate, travel VA-8 
towards Floyd for approximately 
0.25 miles. Turn left onto Ijaz Road/
Life Drive (State Route 1295). 
In 0.23 miles, stay straight to      
continue on Life Drive, proceed 
with the white horse fences on 
both sides of the road. 

Conference participants should 
plan to park in the parking lot      
adjacent to The Bridge Auditorium. 
Directional signs will be posted.

Campus maps will be available for 
download in advance, along with 
all conference materials.

CONFERENCE
MATERIALS
Registered participants will receive 
instructions by e-mail on where 
and how to access conference    
materials when those are available. 



1:00 pm Breakout Sessions (choose one):

Batterer Intervention Programs as Part of a 

Coordinated Community Response

  Alyce LaViolette, Founder
  Alternatives to Violence, Long Beach, California

Substance Abuse & Addiction: Intersections with 

Domestic & Sexual Violence

  Tim Hilton, Community Engagement Liaison
  Bradford Health Services, Birmingham, Alabama

  Sextortion: Issues from Home to Abroad

  Lieutenant Randy Bonds
  Christiansburg (VA) Police Department

2:15 pm Break

2:30 pm Closing Plenary: Judicial Panels
  

  Oct. 11

  Juvenile & Domestic Relations Judges 

  from Virginia’s 28th, 29th & 30th Judicial Districts

  Panel Moderated by The Honorable Florence A. Powell

  Oct. 12

  Juvenile & Domestic Relations Judges

  from Virginia’s 27th Judicial District

  Panel Moderated by The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood

3:45 pm Closing Remarks

  Oct. 11

  Daronda Combs, Esq., Managing Attorney
  Marion Field Office, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

  Oct. 12

  Susan Richardson, Esq., Managing Attorney
  Christiansburg Field Office, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

CONTINUING
EDUCATION
CREDITS
This event has been approved for 
5 CLE credits for magistrates and 
clerks.

Applications are pending for CLE 
credits for attorneys and for PIC-3 
credits for law enforcement 
professionals.

EXHIBITORS
Please take advantage of this       
opportunity to learn more about 
the important work of exhibitors to 
this year’s conference. A complete 
list of  exhibitors will be available at 
the conference.

RELATED
EVENT
The Red Flag Campaign is a public 
awareness campaign designed 
to address dating violence and 
promote the prevention of dating 
violence on college campuses. 
The Campaign encourages friends 
and other campus community        
members to say something when 
they see warning signs (“red flags”) 
for sexual assault, dating violence, 
or stalking in a friend’s relationship. 

The Campaign is a project of the 
Virginia Sexual and Domestic 
Violence Action Alliance, and was 
created by college students, college 
personnel, and community victim 
advocates.  

As a part of this year’s campaign, 
Conference speaker Tim Meacham, 
of the University of Richmond  
Campus Police, will be the guest 
speaker at a Lyceum event on 
Wednesday evening, Oct. 11.  
Tim’s presentation, which begins   
at 7:30 p.m., will address 
consent, bystander intervention, 
and situational awareness. This 
event is free and open to the    
community as well. Location TBA.



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

The Realities of Victim Choice
The Honorable Carroll J. Kelly, Administrative Judge, Domestic Violence Division, Miami-Dade County Court
This interactive exercise is designed to provide participants a direct learning experience about the choices domestic violence           
victims are forced to make.  Victims face a range of choices based on what options exist and the benefits – and costs – of each.         
As participants “walk a mile in a victim’s shoes,” they will gain a new framework to understand why victims stay, return home and 
make other decisions.

Domestic Violence Legal Update
Susheela Varky, Esq., Director, Center for Family Advocacy & LA VIDA, Virginia Poverty Law Center
This training session will cover new laws affecting victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and will discuss best practices      
for serving victims most effectively. Attorney Susheela Varky is the director of the Center for Family Advocacy and of LA VIDA (Legal 
Assistance for Victim-Immigrants of Domestic Abuse) at the Virginia Poverty Law Center (VPLC) in Richmond.  Her work concentrates 
on domestic and sexual violence law. 

Countering the Myths: The Impacts of Family Violence on Babies & Children
The Honorable Carroll J. Kelly, Administrative Judge, Domestic Violence Division, Miami-Dade County Court
After 18 years on the bench – in the nation’s fourth largest court – Judge Carroll Kelly has witnessed firsthand the severe and 
lasting impact that exposure to domestic violence has on babies and children. In this session, she will share with participants how 
babies and children who live in a home where a parent is being abused are affected and hurt even if they never directly witness the 
actual violence. And contrary to conventional wisdom, the younger the child - the more deeply they are damaged.  Custody and         
time-sharing decisions need to shield the victim and the children from further exposure to trauma.

Trauma Informed Investigation
Detective Tim Meacham, University of Richmond (VA) Campus Police
In this session, Detective Tim Meacham, a 20-year veteran of law enforcement, will explain the neurobiology of trauma and its 
implications for the investigation and prosecution of sexual assault. Participants will learn how the experience of trauma impacts 
victim memory, reactions and behavior, and how an officer’s interpretation of this behavior impacts sexual assault investigations. 
Participants will learn to conduct victim interviews and document sexual assault cases utilizing physical, psychological and sensory 
evidence to effectively build a strong case - strengthening their response to survivors while simultaneously holding offenders more 
accountable.

Batterer Intervention Programs as Part of a Coordinated Community Response
Alyce LaViolette, Founder, Alternatives to Violence, Long Beach, California
Alyce LaViolette founded one of the first Batterer Intervention Programs (BIP) in the country. Initially developed as a means of 
holding  offenders  accountable without incarceration,  most BIPs combine education about domestic violence with therapeutic  
strategies that help perpetrators  identify  why they  are  violent  and develop non-violent alternatives  in  how they respond to 
situations. But do these programs work? In this session, Alyce will provide a brief primer on BIPs:  What are they? How do they work? 
Where are these programs located and how are they funded? How do you start one? She will also examine what thirty-plus years of 
experience tells us about the effectiveness of these programs in reducing battering and changing batterers’ attitudes about violence.

Substance Abuse & Addiction: Intersections with Domestic & Sexual Violence
Tim Hilton, Community Engagement Liaison, Bradford Health Services, Birmingham, Alabama
A recovering addict and addiction counselor himself, Tim Hilton is well-versed in the science behind the disease and in its behavioral 
impacts. In this session, he will examine the underlying causes of addiction and how addiction to alcohol or other drugs manifests. Its 
implications within the already highly-charged context of family violence – including situations where victim and perpetrator alike are 
addicts – will also be considered. Participants will come away with greater understanding of the emotional processes, behaviors and 
thought patterns of an addict, as well as the biological effects of drugs on the human brain.

Sextortion: Issues from Home to Abroad
Lieutenant Randy Bonds, Christiansburg (VA) Police Department
Technological advances and social media have created new avenues for manipulation and exploitation. In the context of intimate 
partner violence, these tools provide abusers more methods to control and monitor victims,  and their use by sexual predators  – 
who target boys and girls of all ages, often from many thousands of miles away – is equally alarming.  These technologies also 
pose additional challenges for investigators and prosecutors,  who may not be familiar with the types of digital evidence that will  
be  needed at trial for cases involving video voyeurism, cyber stalking or harassment, hacking, identity theft, invasion of privacy, or         
violations of nonconsensual pornography statutes. From cell-phone spoofing (manipulating caller ID so it looks like someone other 
than the abuser is calling) to using a cell phone to track a victim’s location to posting images online without consent – all of these 
tactics are now commonly employed by perpetrators to intimidate and manipulate victims. Appropriate legal and safety responses 
are required to effectively combat these online crimes. 



OUR FACULTY

Randy Bonds
Lieutenant Randy Bonds, Christiansburg (Va.) Police Department, is a 20-year veteran of law enforcement. For eight years he            
supervised  the  agency’s  Criminal   Investigation  Division,  which  includes  the  Internet  Crimes Against Children Unit.    He is a 
DCJS-certified instructor. Lieutenant Bonds is also a member of the Board of Directors for Children’s Trust. 

Tim Hilton
For more than a decade, Tim Hilton has served as an addiction counselor with Bradford Health Services, a Birmingham-based drug 
and alcohol treatment facility with 27 locations in five southern states. Tim is a recovering addict himself.  Following 25 years of      
addiction and alcoholism – after experiencing multiple overdoses, periods of homelessness and numerous incarcerations – he got 
sober on Feb. 24, 2005. His personal experiences have informed and motivated his work since, whether one-on-one with patients or 
on the road as a frequent lecturer. Tim now serves as Bradford Health’s Community Engagement Liaison.  

The Honorable Carroll J. Kelly
Judge Carroll J. Kelly is an Administrative Judge, Domestic Violence Division, in Florida’s Eleventh Judicial Circuit (serving Miami-Dade 
County), the fourth largest trial court in the nation. A former litigator, Judge Kelly was appointed to the bench in 1999.  She is a 
frequent presenter for the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and also serves as a member of NCJFCJ’s Family 
Violence and Domestic Relations Advisory Committee. She is a faculty member of the Florida College of Advanced Judicial Studies 
and Florida Judicial College and has taught at numerous judicial, legal and medical conferences and forums. Judge Kelly is a member 
of the Supreme Court of Florida’s Steering Committee on Families and Children and the Sexual Violence Advisory Committee.  She is 
a recipient of numerous awards including The Florida Supreme Court’s Chief Justice Award for Judicial Excellence, the American Bar 
Association Judith Kaye Award for Judicial Excellence and the Florida Judicial College’s Award for Teaching Excellence.

Alyce LaViolette
Alyce LaViolette has worked with victims of domestic violence since 1978, first as an advocate at WomenShelter in Long Beach, 
California, and then in private practice. In 1979, she founded Alternatives to Violence in Long Beach, one of the first programs in the 
country for spouse abusers. She specializes in Anger Management and Domestic Violence Counseling for Survivors and Perpetrators. 
She also serves as an expert witness for criminal and family court and has helped craft legislation to develop standards for Batterer 
Intervention Program (BIP) facilitators. She has worked with and trained probation departments, criminal courts, police departments, 
college students and staff, corporations, and social service and other domestic violence agencies.

Tim Meacham
Tim Meacham is a detective for the University of Richmond in central Virginia. He is currently assigned to investigate criminal       
complaints of sexual assault, dating violence and stalking. He has over 20 years experience in law enforcement, beginning his career 
in 1990. Tim teaches sexual assault investigation for a local prosecutor’s office, the Virginia Commonwealth’s Attorneys’ Services 
Council, and the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services.

Susheela Varky, Esq.
Susheela Varky is the director of the Center for Family Advocacy and of LA VIDA (Legal Assistance for Victim-Immigrants of Domestic 
Abuse) at the Virginia Poverty Law Center (VPLC) in Richmond, Va.  VPLC advocates for the civil legal needs of low-income people and 
supports local legal aid offices throughout the state. Susheela’s work at VPLC concentrates on domestic and sexual violence law. Her 
understanding of underlying dynamics and genuine desire to help victims make her a frequent and requested speaker.

Judicial Panel Moderators

The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood
The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood is Presiding Judge of the Pulaski Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court in Virginia’s 27th 
Judicial District. Judge Chitwood graduated from the University of Virginia in 1983 and graduated from UVA Law School in 1986. 
He served as a substitute judge for two years and has been on the bench since 1999. Judge Chitwood chairs the Pulaski County              
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Best Practices Team. He is a member of the Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission, 
the Advisory Committee on Domestic Violence Issues in Virginia Courts, and the Pulaski County Fatality Review Team. He also chairs 
local best practice committees on truancy and domestic violence. 

The Honorable Florence A. Powell
The Honorable Florence A. Powell was appointed to the Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court for the 28th Judicial District     
in May 2007.   She currently sits in Washington and Smyth Counties and the City of Bristol.  Before her appointment, she served 
as Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Smyth County for sixteen years and was an associate with the law firms of Freeman             
Associates in Marion, Virginia and Mullins, Thomason & Harris in Norton, Virginia.  She was a law clerk to the late Honorable Glen 
M. Williams,  Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District of Virginia.   Judge Powell graduated from Sweet 
Briar  College and the University of Memphis Law School.  She served as the President of the Virginia Council of Juvenile & Domestic 
Relations District Court Judges 2015 - 2017, serves as Lead Judge for the Washington/Bristol Best Practice Court Team, and is on the 
Washington County Coordinated Community Response Team.



REGISTRATION

Online Registration is Strongly Encouraged.
To register for the Oct. 11 conference in Emory, Va., or the Oct. 12 conference in Christiansburg, Va., visit   
https://swvalegalaid.regfox.com/the-ripple-effect-influences-and-impacts-of-domestic-sexual-violence
Advance Registration Deadline is Sept. 27, 2017. 

To register by mail, complete and submit this form, along with your check made payable to Southwest       
Virginia Legal Aid, to:  SVLAS, 227 W. Cherry St., Marion, VA 24354. 

If you have questions, please call (276) 783-8300. Registrations will not be accepted by phone. 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

Address 2: __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________

Conference Date & Location (choose one):  _____ Oct. 11, Emory, Va.     ____ Oct. 12, Christiansburg, Va.

Morning Breakout Session (choose one):
  _____ Domestic Violence Legal Update

  _____ Countering the Myths: The Impacts of Family Violence on Babies & Children

  _____ Trauma Informed Investigation

Afternoon Breakout Session (choose one):

_____ Batterer Intervention Programs as Part of a Coordinated Community Response

_____ Substance Abuse & Addiction: Intersections with Domestic & Sexual Violence

_____ Sextortion: Issues from Home to Abroad

Question for Judicial Panel (required):  ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Registration fee (choose one):  

_____ $30 for registrations received on or before Sept. 27

_____ $35 for registrations received after Sept. 27 (limited walk-in registration at the door)

Fees include lunch & both morning and afternoon break refreshments.
Please make your check payable to:  Southwest Virginia Legal Aid. 
Mail this form, along with your check, to:  Southwest Virginia Legal Aid, 227 W. Cherry St., Marion, VA 24354

Certification of Attendance & Continuing Education Credits:

All registrants will receive a certificate of attendance. 

This training has been approved for 5 CLE credits for magistrates & clerks. Applications are pending for 
CLE credits for attorneys and PIC-3 credits for law enforcement professionals. For those seeking continuing            
education credits for this training, please indicate which certification you are requesting for your participation:

___CLE credits for magistrates & clerks  ___CLE credits for attorneys  ____PIC-3 credits for law enforcement


